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Dear Exley Families,

Spring is in the air! Oris it? This winter seemed to keep coming back. I certainly
enjoyed the snow days and I think the kids did too, but I am so ready to start planting
flowers and enjoying some sun.

I, for one am very much looking forward to Spring Break, March 16 through March 19! I
hope that you and your family have the opportunity to spend some R & R time together
and come back ready to close out the year with a BANG!

TAKS season is upon us. I want to give you the dates, even though they are on the
calendar, just so that they don't sneak up on you:

. 4™ Grade TAKS Writing March 3™
. 5% Grade TAKS Math April 6
. 5% Grade TAKS Reading April 7t
. 3" & 4™ TAKS Math April 27
. 3™ & 4™ TAKS Reading April 28™
. 5" Grade TAKS Science April 29t

These are the BIG testing dates, but there are other dates on the schedule that affect
smaller groups of students as well. I know you do this everyday, but it would be so
very helpful if on these days you made an EXTRA effort to make sure your kids get off to
a great start with a good night’s rest the night before, a great breakfast, and some
encouraging words. In addition, please make sure that they bring a bottle of water and
a nutritious snack to get them through these long testing days. Your words of
encouragement and a reminder that they are well equipped with powerful strategies will
go a long way towards helping them do their very best.

Thanks again, for your continued support! I wish you a healthy and fun filled month of
March!

Sincerely,
Imelda Medrano, your principal
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ATTENTION:
INCOMING KINDERGARTEN AND PRE-K STUDENTS
FOR THE 2010-2011 SCHOOL YEAR

Exley Elementary will hold Kindergarten Orientation on Thursday, April 1% at
6:00pm in the gym. Incoming Kindergarteners may attend.

Kindergarten registration will be held on Thursday, April 8" from 9:00-11:00
and 1:00-3:00 at Exley. Entering Kindergarten students must be 5 years
old on or before September 1, 2010.

Pre-K registration will be held on Wednesday, April 14" from 9:00-11:00
and 1:00-3:00 at Exley. Entering Pre-K students must be 4 years old on or
before September 1, 2010. Also, your child must be present if qualifying by

language.

Things to bring to registration:

e Original birth certificate
e Immunization records
e Proof of residence
(Current utility bill or lease, phone or cable not accepted)
e Social security card (Optional)

e Parents drivers license
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Looking Ahead in Teacher Hospitality...

Last but not least for this 2009-2010 school year is "The Snack Cart" scheduled for
April 8th and sponsored by our Pre-K and Kindergarten parents.

If you are interested in volunteering your time or donating items to help with either of
these events, please contact Eve Schaefer at the schaefers@sbcglobal.net

Exley Volunteers!!! Exley Volunteers!!! Exley Volunteers!!!

Dondét forget to turn in your vVvol

tuccil02574@sbcglobal.net

Exley Family Night Out Events

Mark your calendars for fun evenings throughout the year to help raise money
for Exley Elementary School!

April 15t 2010: Katy Miniature Golf & Batting Cages __-have fun at the First An nual
Exley Mini-Golf Tournament!

May 20th,2010: Nest |l e Tol | Hol @& Clomefdra shack and a
splash in the fountains at La Centerra!

Watch for more details as we get closer to each date!

Hey Exley Families!

March 9, 2010 is a very i mportant PTA meeting. It is the meeting that the
2010/2011 PTA Officers will be elected. = The meeting will be followed by 2nd
Grade Music and PE night!

The Exley Carnival Cruise with a 70's disco theme will be on 3/26/10 from 6pm o
9pm. Please bring you r families out for this exciting event! WE will have games,
a DJ, food, silent auctions and more! Can't wait to see you!

Have a great March!
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Dawn Champagne
PTA President

"5 Exley Environmental News!! "5

Make SPRING extra GREEN!

Lately the weather has been teasing us that spring is around the corner, and in Houston it usually is
already here by now. With spring in mind and Green our goal, enjoy a fun article at
www.earth911.com by Kasen Seaver , 8 Ways to Green Your Spring.

Tip #1 is to Lose Weight and Feel Great . Don @
gives practical hints to rid your home of clutter - responsibly of course. Four simple piles will do the
trick; the Keep, Donate, Recycle and Trash pile.

Seaver also has some suggestions to consider
house. One suggestion is to make your own cleaning products with vinegar, baking soda, lemon
juice, borax and water. Your kids could even help! And instead of paper towels, use reusable clothes.
Better yet have your kids cut up some old sheets, towels, or t-shirts.

However, you might get yourself and family ready for spring, please remember that Exley earns
money from all the paper products recycled in the big metal bins in the parking lot. Please consider
separating your recycled items by pulling the paper products and disposing them in the Exley bins
once a week.

Il n addi ti on, wthreugh theclotbes @osets,dhink of bringing some of the lightly used

clothes to Exleybs school nurse. She is al way
change of clothes due to illness or accidents.

Enjoy the sun, warmth, new blossoms and scents of spring.

Volume 6 Issue 2 Page 4 of 11 October 2009

Keep Up To Date at http://www.exleypta.org


http://earth911.com/news/author/klseaver/

Congratulations to
Katie LoSasso

Exley Teacher of the Year!

All Aboard!
Aey Carnival Cruise 20p

Get on Board!! The Exley Carnival Cruise 2010 is setting sail on
March 26" from 6 pmto9pm. You6re O6shored t

~ Face Painting ~ Candy Toss ~ Sack Race ~ Fish Pond ~
~ Spinning Wheel ~ Tic-Tac-Toe ~ Hair Painting ~
~ Candy Store ~ Cake Walk ~ Lollypop Train ~
~ Picture Station ~ Obstacle Course ~ Moon Walk ~
~ Bounce Slide ~ One Putt ~ Petting Zoo ~ Bingo ~
~ Hot Dogs ~ Chips ~ Nachos ~ Pizza ~

Look for information regarding ticket sales and raffle details coming
soon in the Tuesday folders. Don 6t mi ss t he
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Parent volunteers are still needed for the Exley Carnival Cruise!!

The Exley Carnival Cruise 2010 will be held on Friday, March 26™ from 6:00 i 9:00 pm!
We are recruiting parent helpers to work one hour shifts that evening.
Booths that still need parent helpers are:

+ Booth setup @ 11:00 a.m.
+ Booth tear down and clean
up @ 9:00 p.m.
+ Food booth
+ Beverage booth
Parents and teenage siblings are more than welcome! We will be giving away $2 tickets to
the first 50 volunteers! Please email Mimi Madrid at mimi_madrid@yahoo.com or Ruthie
Courville at ruthiecourville@yahoo.com if you would be interested in working a one hour shift.

Silent auction tables
Basket raffle tables
Dance

Inflatable booth

* & o o

All Aboa rdl _jf?

Grade basket donations are due by March 12"

The Exley Carnival Cruise is fast approaching and as part of our spring fundraiser we will be

creating theme baskets as raffle prizes. Drawings for the baskets will be on the night of the

carnival. Tickets will be on sale from March 22" to March 25™. Each grade level has been

assigned a fAt hemeo donationsd¢o filhup thesa masketatahelp Exley
earn money.

Pre-K and Kindergarten: Splish Splash Pool Dash
Suggestions: Fun outdoor pool toys, floating devices, life jacket, toy boats, goggles, swim
caps, flippers, plastic pools, and gift certificates to Wal-Mart or Sam& Club.

First Grade: Rainy Day Activities
Suggestions: family movies, video games, coloring books, play dough, books, cards, board
games, or gift certificates to Blockbuster or Hollywood Video.

Suggestions: kids' gardening tools, small adult gardening tools, seeds, wind chimes, small
collectible figures for outdoors, small water fountains, small pots, gift cards to Garden Ridge
or Hobby Lobby.
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Third Grade: Everything Outdoor
Suggestions: picnic wear, small barbecue utensils, kites, outside lights, camping gear, kids'
pop-up tent, slip and slide, water guns, coupons to Bass Pro Shop or any camping store, flash
lights.

Fourth Grade: Everything Sports
Suggestions: tickets to sporting events, team jerseys, sports autographs, gift cards to
sporting stores such as Academy or Bass Pro Shop, sports equipments such as balls, gloves,
gear, cooler.

Fifth Grade: Everything Free
Suggestions: gift cards or gift certificates for restaurants, salons, spas, movies, book stores,
gift shops, Target, bakeries, Starbucks. Anywhere!

Please send in your donations anytime before March 12th. Baskets will be on display in the
library starting March 22nd. If you would like to donate items to baskets other than your
grade level, it would be greatly appreciated! Drop off all donations at the front desk. Thank
you!!! If you have any questions, please email Kyla Kramer, kykybab@hotmail.com.

Core Essentials March 2010 @Ess ti@
Newsletter Insert: Honesty Essentials

HONESTY: Watching what you say and do so others will trust you.

Honesty is necessary if children are to learn to trust and be trusted. It requires an accurate reporting
of the facts and telling others what they need to hear. Here are some important principles to
remember when trying to build to help your child being honest at home:

Model the truth.Chi | dren dondét have to be taught to |
As a parent, you are in a key position to demonstrate honest behavior and conversation.

Under st and audeshOné d tivaattitades can usually be found at the root of dishonestyd
selfishness and fear. Selfishness is a way to manipulate the circumstances to get something you want or
to make others believe something that elevates your importance. Fear is an attempt to avoid the
consequences of wrong behavior by denying or shifting the responsibility.

Provide consistent correction. Although you should remember that dishonest behavior is a natural
tendency, deceptive mannerisms and words can become the normal response if they go unchecked.
Encourage children to respond truthfully.

Explain the consequences. One difficulty in dealing with dishonest behavior is that there often is not
an immediate negative consequence. Some children sometimes get what they want by dishonest
means. It appears that stealing, cheating or lying costs them only if they are caught. Children naturally
think it costs to be honest and it pays to be dishonest. We must convince them that just the opposite is
true.
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CATCH YOUR CHILD BEING HONEST

Core Essentials believes that a key way to help your child internalize the character values being
taught is to ficatchodo them demonstrating the va
your child, and let him or her know you see them being honest.

A He turns in items he finds, either at the po
A She answers questions truthfully.

Help your child make the connection between his or her honesty, and your ability to trust him or her
with different tasks or responsibilities.

These are just a few ways you can catch your child showing honesty. The Core Essentials Program
believes it takes an INWARD attitude to influence OUTWARD behavior. The Program is based on
aligning the home and school to teach character.

If you do catch your child being honest, we would love to hear about it. Tell us what your child did in a
note sent into the school, or an e-mail sent directly to his or her teacher.

© 2009 Core Essentials, Inc. All rights reserved. www.coreessentials.org.

From the National PTA Website www.pta.org...

Use the News for Civic Learning by sui rotn

Like most children, my two daughters are naturally curious. In any given week, they might ask,
AWhat 6s an e pd dnears cWw?i tHoens dbit e?0 and anything
from newspapers, books, and other sources. The world is a living textbook for them, and as a
teacher, |l 6m al ways |l ooking to turn their que

In particularly, the news is a rich source for teachable moments, and can be an important part of a
sound civics education. By informing our children about current events, we can develop their civic
and global awareness. Being knowledgeable about the world is a first step in participating as
responsible citizens in a democracy.

A great starting place is through conversation. Not long ago, my 9 year old asked me about
epidemics because she heard on the news about the spread of swine flu around the world. What
followed was a great educational experience for both of us. We made a point of discussing this
important scientific phenomenon together as a family, and I learned how to engage her in a new
world of ideas.

The second step is to get your kids to start reading the news. This might sound tough, but it has
worked well for my students. Look for articles that are kid-friendly, or that you can refashion into a
chidcappropriate format. When you find news art.
childrend for instance, stories about the discoveries of the Hubble space telescoped look for
graphics and photos to go along with them. Read the headlines and image captions with your kids,
jot down their questions, and look up the answers together. This exercise has the added benefit of
strengthening literacy skills, including reading comprehension, vocabulary, and writing.

There are other benefitsof t al ki ng about the news. First,
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with the type of informational reading they will encounter during their education and as adults.
Second, it builds their background knowledge on school subjects, such as science, government,
writing, and economics, bolstering their intellectual confidence. Third, paying attention to the news
at an early age can help children develop an interest in global and civic engagement that will help
them mature into active, responsible citizens who contribute to their communities. Encouraging kids
to think globally is incredibly important. Our world is becoming smaller, and our children will need to
learn to thrive in global settings to build successful careers.

Of course, it is also important to have fun! Learning should be something that children enjoy and
look forward to doing regularly. Work on the crossword puzzle in your newspaper with a child who
enjoys | anguage and vocabul ary. Practice writ
your own print or electronic newspaper together. A child who is artistic might enjoy handling the
design or photography. Another child can produce your sports pages. Budding lawyers and doctors
can cover health and legal news, and so on.

By using the news as an educational tool, we can inspire our children to form a greater connection
to the world. Inthe proces s, we o6l | help them develop good |
curiosity to last a lifetime.

Suri Roth is the founder and executive editor of The Current Events — The National Newspaper for Kids, as
well as a former school teacher and reading coach in New York.
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News from the Texas PTA http://www.txpta.org/resources/ ...

2010-2012 Slate of Officers for the Election at Convention 2010

Texas PTA State Officer Elections will be held at the 101%* Annual Convention February 26-28 in
Corpus Christi. Here is a sample ballot:

President 7 Sharon Goldblatt (unopposed)

First Vice President i Karen Slay (unopposed)

Second Vice President i Pam Becknal (slated); Leslie Boggs (running from the floor); Renee Walker
(running from the floor)

Secretary 1 Karen Martin (unopposed)

Treasurer i Lisa Holbrook (unopposed)

Region Vice Presidents (all unopposed):
I7 Kerry Bowdry

IT7 Tonita Franklin

III 7 Karen Fullen

IV 1 Larriann Curtis

V1 Susanne Hutchinson

VIT Lois Buford

2009-2010 www.exleypta.org www.katyisd.org

Exley PTA Board

2nd VP Membership http://www.txpta.org/ http: //katycouncil.org
Laura Frank

President
Dawn Champagne
281-492-9150
1st VP Programs
Sharon Mitchell
281-398-1302

281-829-6980

3rd VP Fundraising Texa S
Meghan Palmer e
281-599-8002 P ' n
4th VP Volunteers
Claudia Tucci o : woice?®
281-398-5330 everychild.onevoice.
Treasurer http://www.pta.org/ http://www.tea.state.tx.us/
Jean Davis
281-579-2881
Secretary National

Nichelle Green N
281-398-1701
Parliamentarian

Eve Schaefer
281-579-6417

everychild. onevoice”
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SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDA) THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDA
1 2 3 4 5 6
Recycle Contest | PTEBxec Board Mt¢ TAKS Testing
7 8 9 10 11 12 13
PTA Meeting 6:30
29PE & Music Nig
Book Fair
Bodkair Book Fair Book Fair
14 15 16 17 18 19 20
SPRING BREAK | SPRINK BREAK | SPRING BREAK | SPRING BREAK | SPRING BREAK
21 22 23 24 25 26 27
School Store Spring Fling
VIPS Board Mtg
28 29 30 31
The deadline Apribsue of FastMaagh®4
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