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Welcome Principal Medrano!!! 
  

Dear Exley Families, 
  
I am honored to have been chosen as the next principal of 
Exley Elementary! I look forward to learning the Exley way 
and becoming a part of the spirit of excellence here at 
Exley. This year, our theme is "Exley Operates at 
Exemplary"! I know that I can count on each and every one 
of our students, parents and staff to do their very best in 
everything they do to make sure that Exley remains the 
jewel of Katy ISD. 

  

We are already off to a great start and this year promises to be just as wonderful as the last five. The opening 
of school is always very exciting as we meet our new teacher and new classmates wearing our brand new 
shoes and cool backpacks. I hope everyone is just as eager as I am to make new friends and see how much 
more we can learn. 
  

I started my career in education as a kindergarten teacher and I fell in love with teaching students to read. 
This led to my becoming a reading coordinator at the district level and eventually a school administrator. I 
have served as principal at both the elementary and the junior high level in HISD prior to joining the Katy ISD 
family as the new principal at Exley Elementary. 
  
I am committed to making sure that every childôs experience at Exley is positive, fun-filled and academically 
challenging. My goal is to work collaboratively with the excellent staff, the parent community and the students 
to maintain the schoolsô exemplary status and to ensure that all of Exleyôs students are college ready. 
  

I have been married for nineteen years and have three teenaged children, two in high school and one in junior 
high. My husband is a Chief Warrant Officer in the Texas Army National Guard and has been in the military for 
just over twenty-five years. My family enjoys outdoors activities such as kayaking, biking, tubing and camping. 
  

I look forward to getting to know all of you as we Operate at Exemplary not only in our academic studies, but 
in our kindness towards others and our participation in all of the extracurricular activities at Exley.  
  

See you soon!   Imelda Medrano, Principal  
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Hop onto the Exley Express to a cleaner, brighter and greener tomorrow. 
 

Here at Exley we recycle and are looking for ways to become friendlier to Mother Earth.  Throughout the year 

students will be asked to voluntarily bring in recycled items, give their suggestions on being more eco-friendly, and 

create recycled art.  Their efforts will always be recognized and celebrated.  So start saving the following items: 
  

 pull tabs from any type of can  drink pouches (especially Capri-Sun)  printer ink cartridges 

 DVD movies in their cases  video games in their cases  iPods  

 video game consoles  cell phones  PDAs 

 digital cameras  laptops  GPS systems 
 

Not only will recycling these items help the earth but will earn money for Exley PTA programs that 

enhance our studentsô elementary school experience!   More details about the first environmental 

activity will be coming out soon. 

 
  

All Future Fast Trax will be online ONLY!!   
 

 

Art Teacher Sonja Hartley Nominated as 

2009 ARTreach Hero Among Us 
  

ñSince 2004, ARTreach 

has recognized the 

greatest and most 

creative people in our 

community annually for 

their support and 

involvement in arts 

education and outreach. 

This letter is to inform 

you of your official 

nomination as a 2009 

ARTreach Hero Among 

Us!  Thank you for the 

work you do and for 

supporting ARTreach! ñ  

(Terri Bieber, ARTreach Executive Director) 
 

       

Katy ISD  

Parent Information Center  
  

The Katy ISD Parent Information Center is 

your gateway to the latest news and 

information from Katy ISD.   Services available 

through the Pa rent Information Center 

include: 

 Online Grades:  Access to your child's 

grades online. 

 Campus eNews:  Have news 

and information from your 

child's campus delivered 

directly to your inbox.  

 Mealpay:  Web-based service allows you 

to access your child's meal acco unt and 

make meal payments online. 

 Katy ISD Update:  Receive district -wide 

news and updates via e-mail. 

 Stranger Danger:  Receive e-mail alerts 

regarding suspicious activity in our 

community. 
Sign up for eNews at http: //pic.katyisd.org/  

http://pic.katyisd.org/
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Dear Parent s,                                                                                                               8/24/2009  

 

Hi!  I am Dawn Champagne, PTA President at Exley Elementary for the 09/10 school year!  What 

an exciting year we will have as we welcome our new principal, Imelda Medrano.  Yes, we will miss 

Ms. Kuylen, but Ms. Medrano is equally as wonderful!  I canõt wait to work with her this year! 
   

PTAõs theme this year is òGot PTA Fever ó.  Your child will be rewarded with a red dog tag that 

says òGot PTAó for your membership in the PTA.  We will award all classes that meet 100% 

participa tion with a special party!  H elp your childõs class win and sign up for PTA membership!  

The cost is $7.00. The goal is one adul t member for each child.  
 

The train on our shirt this year was designed by one of Exleyõs students.  In the train, you can 

find the words òOperation Successó.  We decided on a traditional style shirt to help celebrate 

the tradition of our school and its su ccess!   Please be encouraged to purchase one for your 

child and have him/her wear it on Fridays which are spirit days.  We do keep tallies and will 

award one class per grade level with a spirit prize!  
 

We all want to promote the welfare of children.  For tunately, we are lucky to be a part of a 

school that allows us to actively participate and volunteer.  So, please volunteer.  You can 

contact me at any time if you havenõt heard of the volunteer opportunities at Exley.   My email 

address is at the bottom o f this page.   
 

Below, you will find a list of programs and other items that our PTA pays for.  I canõt find one 

thing on that list that I think we should do without.  They all add to creating well rounded 

children, which is what we all want our kids to be . 
 

Accelerated Reading/Born To Read   Family Fun Night    Playground Equipment 

Biz Town     Field Trips (1 per Grade)   Publicity   

Choir field trips     5 th  Grade Celebration    Reflections  

Coffees and Dadõs and Donuts   Garden in front of school   Science Enr ichment  

Books for the library     Grade level Teacher wish lists   Teacher Appreciation week  

DARE/Youth Protection    Jr Achievement/Exchange City  Trees for playground area  

Directory      Master Piece Art    Variety Show  

Exleyõs PTA Website    Mural in the libr ary    Writing Gallery   

Exleyõs scrapbook    Nurse Supplies (hand sanitizer)  Spirit wear Parties   

Environmental programs    Parent Education    Teacher Hospitality   
           

We all have an equal voice in the PTA. Just email me with your concerns and/or atte nd the 

regular meetings.  I look forward to talking with you soon!  
 

Dawn Champagne (bdchampagne@sbcglobal.net)   

President Exley Elementary PTA 09/10  

 
*Note:  We will be using eNews a great deal this year, so make sure that you are signed up to receive those.   

mailto:bdchampagne@sbcglobal.net
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Transportation To and From School 
 

For the safety and  security of your children we want to remind you of a few rules:  
 

Car Riders ð The driveway in front of the school is designated as the parent drive for delivering and picking 
up your children ONLY.  When delivering and picking up please drive and stop in a single file line in the 

parent drive.  Please adhere to the school zone speed limit.  There are numerous parents speeding right 
through the crosswalk that put our front door and back door walkers in danger.  We are aware that the 
lights sometimes donõt work, that doesnõt mean the speed limit is not in effect.   
 

Day Care entrance:  Do not block the daycare entrance.  If you are coming from the 
west and need to u-turn to get in the car rider line, please go to the next turn around 
past the school.  Please DO NOT u-turn at the day care entrance.  You will block the 

daycare buses from either trying to enter or leave and cause traffic problems.  Front 
of school entrance from the West:  Please note there is NO U-Turn before or after 
school during dismissal. 
 

PLEASE NOTE:  The day care line is for day care ONLY, the faculty parking lot is for faculty ONLY and 
parking on the side or behind the school to drop off is UNSAFE.  NEVER drop your child 
off in the middle of ANY street and expect them to cross safely.   
 

Your crossing guards in both front and back do know what they are doing and would 
greatly appreciate your respect in letting them do their job of safely crossing your 

children.  They request that you please pay attention to your speed and have some 
patience if you are stopped. 
 

New traffic, criminal laws set to go into effect Sept. 1  
  

SB 61 amends the existing statute regarding child passenger safety seats. The bill requires that any child 

younger than 8 years of age be restrained in an approved child passenger safety seat unless the child is at 
least 4 feet, 9 inches in height. The fine is no more than $25 for a first offense and $250 for a second 
offense. The law also creates a new court cost for conviction of an offense under this section to be 
collected and used by TxDOT to buy safety seats for low income families.  
 

The law becomes effective on Sept. 1, 2009, but tickets for this offense cannot be issued until June 1, 
2010. Police officers are allowed to issue a warning before that date.  
 

HB 55 makes it illegal to use a wireless communication device in a school zone unless the vehicle is 

stopped or a hands-free device is used. Cities or counties wanting to enforce this law must post a sign at 
the beginning of each school zone to inform drivers that using a wireless communications device is 
prohibited and the operator is subject to a fine. It is a defense to prosecution if the operator was making an 
emergency call.  
* Please keep in mind that this is not a complete list of all laws passed in the past legislative session.* 
To read more visit http://www.txdps.state.tx.us/director_staff/public_information/pr081109.pdf 

http://www.txdps.state.tx.us/director_staff/public_information/pr081109.pdf
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4th Grade Parents!!  
 

 **4th grade needs one or two wonderful parents to head up the  
4th Grade International Festival and Camp Write Along**  

 

The 4th Grade International  is a one day event for 4th graders to appreciate and understand 
the diversity of cultural backgrounds within our own population.  
Informational binder will be provided.  Duties include organizing 

the event, finding volunteers to represent and give small 
presentation on different countries. 

 

Camp Write Along  is a week long writing event for 4th graders.  Duties will include organizing 
and finding parent volunteers to help teachers with various activities during the week, such as 

tie-dyeing shirts, snacks, etc. 
 

If you are interes ted in heading one or both of these events, please contact Sharon Mitchell at 281 -
398-1302 or at smitch1170@aol.com   

 
  

  All Future Fast Trax will be online ONLY!!  
  

WELCOME TO 5 TH  GRADE!!!!!!!!  
  
Fifth grade is a year like no other.  As the teachers prepare the students for junior high, 

there are many exciting and fun activities planned for the year.  Please make note of the 
following dates and volunteer opportunities that this y ear has to offer.  You can contact 

Heather Nessen, fifth grade liaison, at 281 -828 -9953 or bhckh@grandecom.net , or 

Debbie Gilcrease, Biz Town, Science, and P.O.W.E.R. Coordinator at 281 -828 -8589 or 
debbiegilcrease@hotmail.com  
 

o Biz Town Parent Training:  Tuesday, Nov 10, 2009 from 4pm -
7pm (mandatory training at the site facility)  

o Biz Town:  Nov 12, 2009 from 8am -2pm  

o P.O.W.E.R. Program (in social studies class):  Nov ï Feb 
o P.O.W.E.R. Graduation:  TBA in Feb  

o Winter Party (school -wide):  Dec 18, 2009  
o 5 th  Grade party @ Lifetime Fitness:  May 2010, TBA  
o 5 th  Grade Graduation and End of Year Party:  June 2010, TBA  

o 5 th  Grade Specials Lock - In:  May 2010, TBA(students qualif y with specials teachers)  
o 5 th  Grade Science Lab:  once every six weeks, dates TBA, lab day is Wed, need at least 2 

parents/class  
 

every child.  one voice.        PTA Membership ~ 100%         every child.  one voice. 
 

The PTA membership goal is 100%.  That means one PTA member for each child enrolled at Exley.  A PTA 
membership is $7 and with your membership you will receive a member directory, a PTA Membership 

Card and a Texas PTA Member Benefit Card.  The benefit card entitles you to discounts from Nationwide, 
Enterprise, Office Depot, Fiesta Texas, BarnesandNoble.com, LaQuinta, Southwest Vacations, AFLAC, Sea 

World and Schlitterbahn.   Students will receive one dog tag for every member enrolled. 

mailto:smitch1170@aol.com
mailto:bhckh@grandecom.net
mailto:debbiegilcrease@hotmail.com
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  Notes from the Nurseé 

o Just a reminder that all updated immunization records need to be either brought to the clinic or faxed to 281-
644-1536 ASAP.  We will be running an immunization compliance report the first few weeks of school and all 
non-compliant students will be excluded from attendance.  Please call the clinic if you have questions, 281-
237-8425. 

o Flu season is right around the corner and the H1N1 flu is expected to be back.  Please utilize common sense 
steps to stop the spread of germs, i.e. wash your hands frequently with soap and water or an alcohol based 
sanitizer; avoid touching your eyes, nose and mouth; cover your cough/sneeze with a tissue or the crook of 
your elbow; and keep children home if they are ill.  I will be offering a flu shot clinic in the fall for the seasonal 
flu vaccine and the H1N1 flu vaccine, more information to follow.  

o Remember that ALL medications to be given at school MUST come to the clinic, this includes cough drops.  
Please fill out a medication administration form or send a note with the childôs name, medication name, dose to 
be given, time to be given, length of administration and reason the medication is being given.  The medication 
MUST be in the original container and if it is a prescription, have the childôs name on it. Please make sure the 
medication is not expired.  A medication may be kept in the clinic for 15 days with a parent note.  A physicianôs 
note is required for longer than 15 days.  Please call the clinic if you have questions.  
 

I am looking forward to a healthy and safe school year!  

Lorien Martinez, RN, BSN  (School Nurse, Exley Elementary)  

  

 All Future Fast Trax will be online ONLY!!  
 

           

Congratulations to Allison Kim for  winning the spiritwear contest!!  
Her wonderful design is featured on our 2009/2010 spirit wear!  

  

Get your Exley  Spiritwear!!  
 

Look for order forms in the first day packets  
 

NEW Exley Shirts (Red and Grey)  $11         NEW Insulated Lunch Bags  $8  
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Informational Meeting  

 

The Exley Expressions Choir will have an 
Informational Meeting for Parents on Tuesday, 
September 8 th at 7:00pm in the Gym.   Parents 

who attend will receive a packet of information 
including a calendar of rehearsals and trips.  

      

Texas PTA Day at the Ballpark 
 

The Houston Astros are honored to host 
Texas PTA Day at the Ballpark on September 
27, 2009. A portion of the ticket price will be 

donated to your local PTA. 
 

Minute Maid Park, Houston 

Sunday, September 27 

Astros vs. Reds (Game Time:  1:05pm) 
 

Texas PTA Day Special Pricing and Information 

 
 

Strategies to Protect Your Children from Bullying  
  

Even with cooperative school officials, parents remain on the front line protecting their children. 
Here are some strategies parents can implement:  
o Learn about the new technologies. If you are unfamiliar with the Internet, now is the time to 

start surfing the Web. Learn the many ways that children can bully electronically, through IMs, 
e-mails, blogs (Web logs that are online diaries), and videos that are downloaded from 
camcorders or picture phones. 

o Talk about values. The technology may have changed, but kindness and decency should still be 
top priorities for everyone.  

o Guard passwords. A bully can use another child's screen name to send out offensive e-mails. 
Tell your child not to share passwords with friends and to change passwords frequently. 

o Talk to your child if you believe he is the victim of a bully. Often a child being tormented by a 
cyberbully will be too embarrassed to tell a parent or teacher. Make sure your child knows  he's 
not to blame for being targeted and that he should report any incident to you or an adult at 
school. 

o Keep copies. Having documentation of the cyberbullying will strengthen your case if you need 
to report it to school or other authorities. Otero advis es not to delete the original e -mail, even 
after you have printed it out. "There may be something in the original [e -mail] header that 
would lead us to the source," he says. 

o Lobby your school. Even if cyberbullying happens outside of school, the repercussions spill over 
into the classroom. Computer etiquette should be on your school's agenda.   

o Stress the Internetôs impact.  An e-mail sent to one child can be forwarded to hundreds.  Old e -
mails and IMs may resurface and get even a well-meaning child in trouble.  Encourage your 
child to think before clicking.  
 

You can read more about Bullying at http://www.pta.org/bullying.asp?gclid=CMOlqJKLppwCFZ4d5wodsVmBlA  
 
 

September 16 th 
 

Come and see the new school supplies we have  for this school year.   Lots of pencils, pens, 
erasers and more.   Bring your  money with you  at lunch time and shop till you drop.  

http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1102670194179&s=38614&e=001IGA8OsbfMSo6L7Ni0UbwFG8faiINgEjMe9EzvXOvA7y8o3Eww7vyBYhVu6X6xfQViAWQsXy7oThmkW8OVoYUm2e96IXbok59fbaWKiccbuvbBmaBXDj6cPLrysjoXu1mkURNMaxI6KvrJethu0hDgw==
http://www.pta.org/bullying.asp?gclid=CMOlqJKLppwCFZ4d5wodsVmBlA
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2009 -2010  
Exley PTA Board  

 
President  

Dawn Champagne 

281-492-9150 

1st VP Progr ams  
Sharon Mitchell 

281-398-1302 

www.exleypta.org  

 

www.katyisd.org  

 

2nd VP Membership  

Laura Frank 

281-829-6980 
3rd VP Fundraising  

Meghan Palmer 
281-599-8002 

4th VP Volunteers  
Claudia Tucci 

281-398-5330  

http://www.txpta.org/  
 

 

 

http://katycouncil.txpta.org/  
 

 
Treasurer  
Jean Davis 

281-579-2881 
Secretary  

Nichelle Green 

281-398-1701 
Parliamentarian  

Eve Schaefer 
281-579-6417 

http://www.pta.org/  
 

 

http://www.tea.state.tx.us/  
 

 
 

 

All Future Fast Trax will be online ONLY!!  
  

National PTA News ~ Back to School Central  
 

PTA provides Back to School Central  as a comprehensive resource of information for the back-to-
school season. Content will cover topics such as preparing your child for school, adjusting from a 
summer schedule, evaluating schools and more. Stories and articles will be added throughout the 
summer. Check back for valuable advice on how to wind down from the summer and get ready for a 
tremendous school year.  
 

Content is arranged under four categories: 
 Back -to -School Preparation  
 Nutrition  
 Homework Help and Study S kills  
 Parent Involvement and Communication.  

 

You can also find resources and ideas in PTA's Great Idea Bank, an online community of parents and 
PTA leaders sharing ideas on parenting, being involved in PTA, working with schools, and more. In 
addition, PTA will be publishing a family resource for dealing with tough economic times toward the 
end of June. Please check back or cost saving tips and advice on managing your money and time for 
the benefit of your c hildren. 

Read more at http://www.pta.org/3047.asp  

every child. o ne voice.® 

http://www.exleypta.org/
http://www.katyisd.org/
http://www.txpta.org/
http://katycouncil.txpta.org/
http://www.pta.org/
http://www.tea.state.tx.us/
http://www.ptagreatideabank.org/
http://www.pta.org/3047.asp
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August / September 2009 

 
  

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 
23 24 

First Day of School 
 
Tears & Cheers 
Welcome Back 
Coffee (8:15am) 
 

25 26 27 
1st & 2nd Grade 
Orientation (6 pm) 

28 29 

30 31 
 
 
 
 

1 
5th Grade 
Orientation (6pm) 
 
 
 
 

2 3 
3rd & 4th Grade 
Orientation (6pm) 

4 
Fall Fundraiser 
Kickoff 

5 

6 7 
KISD HOLIDAY 
NO SCHOOL 
 
 
 

8 
AR Starts 
Library Opens 
Choir Parent Mtg 
(7pm) 
 
 
 

9 
c¦x§|wx¢¨Ĉs Mtg 
(9:15 am) 

10 11 
Bullying Assembly 

12 

13 14 
 
 
 
 

15 
Board Mtg (9:15 
am) 
 
 
 
 

16 
JPS Board Mtg 
School Store 
Progress Reports 

17 
FFFN & Bike Rally 
(5:30 pm) 

18 19 

20 21 
Katy Council (6:15) 
Cartridges For 
Kids 
 
 

22 
3rd Grade Art 
Night 
PTA Mtg (6:30 pm) 
Picture Day 
 
 
 

23 24 
 

25 26 

27 28 
 
 
 
 

29 
Book Club (11:30) 
Complaint Free 
World 
 
 
 

30  

 

 

All Future Fast Trax will be online ONLY!!  
 

The deadline for the October issue of Fast Trax is September 18th 
 


